
 

 

Bloomfield Hills Middle School PTO Meeting Minutes 
August 22, 2018 

 
Present: J. Schenke, S. Vaupel, J. Harst, R. Zaretsky, J. Wroldsen, B. Kizy, G. Rapp, E. 
Martel, K. Galuardi, S. Costakes, H. Janczyk, L. Efros 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:45 pm.  
 
Current Officers and Committee Chairs 
Co-Presidents: Julia Schenke and Suzanne Vaupel 
Past President:  Stacy Fox 
Treasurer:  Jen Harst  
Secretary/Communications:  Renu Zaretsky 
Fundraising:  Sonalee Doshi. Erika Solomon and Hannan Alsahlani 
Website: Evan Leung 
SpiritWear:  Jen Wroldsen 
Green School:  Ban Kizy 
Teacher Thanksgiving Pies:  Ban Kizy 
Hospitality and Teacher Appreciation:  Heidi Janczyk 
Make a Difference Day:  Geula Rapp 
5,6,7 Grade Year End Party:  Christine Pitcole 
8th Grade Party: Lisa Efros 
Clinic: Stephanie Spinale 
Forensics: Sue Brodsky 
Welcome Back Event/Ice Cream Social (September 14): B. Kizy and C. Pitcole 
Fall Harvest Party (perhaps October 26) – Elizabeth Martel  
5th Grade Parent Liaison: Bethany Helfman 
 
Key Dates: 
Next PTO Meeting: September 12 
Back to School On-Site Registration:  August 28, 8 am – 3 pm 
Welcome Back / Ice Cream Social – September 14  
Make a Difference Day:  October 27 
Fundraiser at the HUB: February 2 
5,6,7 Grade Year End Party:  June 7 
8th Grade Party:  June 13 
 
Beautification Committee Discussion.  

Landscaping: Members discussed efforts to improve the landscaping around 
the school and the challenges of creating a sustainable volunteer effort to maintain 
grounds. Custodial staff are in charge of the grounds but the grounds have not been a 
top priority yet. L. Eaton is collecting ideas and input; B. Kizy will share lessons from 
the school district in which she works. Parent volunteers will work do a grounds-
cleanup on Saturday, August 25 starting at 10 am, pizza will arrive for lunch. 

 



 

 

Restroom Stencils: L. Eaton and B. Kizy are working together on a project to 
apply stencils with inspirational messages in the bathrooms (high up, out of students’ 
reach). Members discussed seeking input from interior design experts, like parent C. 
Parsons. They also explored ways to secure student involvement in crafting the 
messages, by having a contest for sayings and also having students paint the 
messages. Also raised: Discussing with guidance counselor L. Jaster, who manages 
the Web Ambassador program.   

 
Onsite Registration August 28. The PTO will have a table; volunteers will answer 
questions about the PTO and process memberships, either by check or perhaps by 
credit card. J. Harst suggested asking each parent if they would mind if we registered 
them on the PTO website. J. Harst and R. Zaretsky have created a full-color poster and 
a black and white handout for the event. Additional volunteers are needed. 
 
Spirit Wear. J. Wroldsen will soon share the link at which parents can purchase items. 
Spirit Wear sales will occur over a three-week period: Starting August 28- September 
18.   Samples will be at registration and information will be included in the handout 
distributed at onsite registration. 
 
BHMS Clinic. S. Spinale has been managing the clinic and now seeks to pass the 
torch. PTO members will manage a sign-up sheet for shifts during Onsite Registration. 
 
Ice Cream Social. B. Kizy reported on the planning, and raised the possibility of 
providing a free ice cream treat to students and charging for everything else. Members 
agreed that this would be a good gesture. 
 
Fall Harvest/Halloween Party. E. Martel reported on potential venues for the event, 
and the relative wisdom of hosting the event the night before Make a Difference Day. It 
was decided to reallocate the Halloween Party budget to the Ice Cream Social to make 
that event more better and be able to provide free ice cream. 
 
Speakers at PTO meetings. Members discussed student and parent screenings of 
“Angst.” The movie is best presented with a panel discussion immediately following; 
this could be the substance of an evening PTO meeting. Members also discussed the 
value of hosting a PTO meeting dedicated to explaining topics such as the MYP, the 
ins and outs of choosing an IB or AP track in high school. Members considered asking 
Ms. Janelle to be a guest speaker, either during a morning PTO meeting or evening 
meeting, or even both.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15. 


